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that justice is neither bought nor sold. 
The Government of Cambodia bears the 
burden of proving that it is part of the 
solution—and not part of the problem. 
International donors should not forget 
for a single moment that those killed 9 
years ago were peacefully calling for 
judicial reforms. 

As I have in the past, I ask unani-
mous consent that the names of those 
murdered on March 30, 1997, be printed 
in the RECORD following my remarks. I 
know they remain in the thoughts and 
prayers of their families and friends in 
Cambodia, as do they in ours. 

There being no objection, the names 
were ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: Mr. Cheth Duong 
Daravuth, Mr. Han Mony, Mr. Sam 
Sarin, Ms. Yong Sok Neuv, Ms. Young 
Srey, Ms. Yos Siem, Ms. Chanty 
Pheakdey, Mr. Ros Sear, Ms. Sok 
Kheng, Mr. Yoeun Yorn, Mr. Chea 
Nang, Mr. Nam Thy. 

f 

FRAUDULENT PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS IN BELARUS 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today 
I want to express my concerns about 
the recent presidential election in 
Belarus. 

I have previously noted the tremen-
dous hardships Belarus has endured 
throughout its history. For centuries, 
Belarus has been fought over, occupied 
and carved up. But Belarus’ declaration 
of independence from the Soviet Union 
in 1991 held great promise for a better 
future. As it broke from communist 
rule, it had the opportunity to build a 
free nation and become part of a peace-
ful, more secure Europe. The country 
began to embrace economic and polit-
ical reforms and democratic principles. 
It established a constitution and held 
its first Presidential election in 1994. 

Unfortunately, the prospect of demo-
cratic change in Belarus was quickly 
frozen as its first President, Alexander 
Lukashenka, adopted increasingly au-
thoritarian policies, including amend-
ing the constitution in a flawed ref-
erendum to extend his term and broad-
en his powers. Lukashenka’s regime 
has been marked by a terrible human 
rights record that is progressively get-
ting worse, with little respect for free-
dom of expression, assembly or an inde-
pendent media. A pattern of disturbing 
disappearances of opposition leaders 
fails to be seriously investigated by au-
thorities. The living conditions in 
Belarus are declining and 
Lukashenka’s refusal to institute eco-
nomic reforms has only aggravated the 
situation. 

The 2005 State Department Human 
Rights report states that ‘‘the govern-
ment’s human rights record remained 
very poor and worsened in some areas 
with the government continuing to 
commit numerous serious abuses.’’ The 
report goes on to acknowledge that 
Lukashenka ‘‘systematically under-
mined the country’s democratic insti-
tutions and concentrated power in the 
executive branch through flawed 

referenda, manipulated elections, and 
undemocratic laws and regulations.’’ 
Mr. President, the litany of human 
rights abuses documented in this re-
port show that Lukashenka has only 
used the last 12 years to increase the 
reign of tyranny and oppression in 
Belarus. 

The elections of March 19, 2006 con-
tinued Lukashenka’s repressive tactics 
and total disregard for democratic 
principles. The Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe, OSCE, 
which observed the elections, stated in 
its report that ‘‘the arbitrary abuse of 
state power, obviously designed to pro-
tect the incumbent President, went far 
beyond acceptable practice. The in-
cumbent President permitted State au-
thority to be used in a manner which 
did not allow citizens to freely and 
fairly express their will at the ballot 
box.’’ The report cited a ‘‘climate of in-
timidation and insecurity’’ and a 
‘‘highly problematic’’ vote count dur-
ing and after the election. 

The recent so-called ‘‘color revolu-
tions’’ in Georgia, the Ukraine, and 
Kyrgyzstan, showed what can happen 
when a country’s people become fed up 
with the oppression of tyrants and call 
for democratic, representative govern-
ment. Let us hope that the fledgling 
democracy movement in Belarus has a 
similar chance to flower. A number of 
courageous Belarusians braved intimi-
dation and took serious risks to de-
nounce the election results in peaceful 
public demonstrations; unfortunately, 
these risks were made imminently 
clear when Belarusian security forces 
marched into the public square where 
they were rallying and forcibly de-
tained a number of them in the early 
morning hours of March 24. I add my 
voice to the chorus of those calling for 
the Belarusian authorities to respect 
the rights of their citizens, hold valid 
elections, and immediately release 
those who were detained simply for 
peacefully expressing their views. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor to highlight a separate hate 
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try. 

On November 14, 2001, Pablo Parrilla 
was charged with first-degree inten-
tional homicide in the shooting death 
of his sister’s girlfriend, Juana Vega. 
Parilla confronted Vega outside her 
Milwaukee, WI, house and shot her re-
peatedly. According to reports, Parrilla 
was shouting sexually derogatory slurs 
toward Vega throughout the attack. 

I would note that recently in the 
House, hate crimes legislation was 

passed in a bipartisan vote. I strongly 
believe that we must also move similar 
legislation in the Senate. In the 
months ahead, I look forward to work-
ing with Senator KENNEDY as we con-
tinue our work in passing a hate 
crimes bill. 

f 

NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
rise today to commemorate National 
Women’s History Month. 

This is an important national observ-
ance that reminds us to celebrate the 
immense accomplishments and ever-
lasting contributions of women. 
Women have helped shape our society 
since the first settlers landed on Amer-
ica’s shores, and women continue to 
lead us into the future. 

It is important that we remember the 
efforts of women such as Harriet Tub-
man, Amelia Earhart, Eleanor Roo-
sevelt, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Mad-
eleine Albright, Maya Angelou, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Betty Friedan, Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, Billie Jean King, Margaret 
Mead, Sacagawea, and Chien-Shiung 
Wu. We celebrate the diverse contribu-
tions of each of these remarkable 
women to all facets of American soci-
ety. 

The State of New Jersey is home to 
many commendable women. Alice 
Paul, Elizabeth Coleman White, Mary 
Norton, and Mary Roebling are just a 
few. 

Alice Paul was as a leader of the 
women’s suffrage movement, founder of 
the National Women’s Party, and au-
thor of the equal rights amendment. 
This longtime activist for women’s 
equality is well known for picketing 
the White House, which landed her in 
jail during the summer of 1917 but 
helped secure women’s right to vote. 
Few have had as great an impact on 
American history as Alice Paul. 

Elizabeth Coleman White was born 
on her family’s cranberry farm in New 
Lisbon, NJ. She partnered with Fred-
erick Coville on her farm to create the 
first commercial crop of blueberries. 
Ms. White was also the first person to 
use a cellophane wrap in fruit ship-
ment. 

Mary Norton was elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives in 1924 and 
served in Congress for 26 years. She 
was a member of the famous Petticoat 
Front in the 80th Congress, which was 
a bipartisan group of women who 
fought to gain equal footing with men 
as legislators. At the time, only seven 
women served in the Congress. Today, 
thanks in part to Mary Norton’s pio-
neering efforts, a record 84 women are 
Members of Congress. 

Mary Roebling was the first woman 
to head a major commercial bank, the 
Trenton Trust Company, and in 1958 
she became the first female governor of 
the New York Stock Exchange. She has 
proven that women can be just as suc-
cessful in the business world, and any 
sector, as men. 
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